From allergy to anti-IgE: targeting the cause.
Because of the central role that immunoglobulin (Ig)E has in allergic responses, a mechanism by which allergic diseases might be treated, especially asthma, is to effectively deplete the body of IgE. This paper discusses the basic concepts and the issues behind the biotechnical and clinical development of omalizumab, a recombinant humanized monoclonal antibody to IgE for potential use in the treatment of human allergic disease.